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A QUR'ANIC VIEW OF MAN

MONA ABUL-FADL

Modernity or modernism as a system of thought purporting to be enlightened and universal, has
brought with it a crisis of values and a secular perspective that has undermined its own
foundations and is provoking a universalized state of existential angst or anomie and moral
anarchy. This treatise provides a reading of the Qur'anic view of man as insan against a
background of the preoccupations of modernity. The author critiques the rapid devolution of
society divorced from spiritual tradition in the modern context. The emphasis is on rationality,
freedom, and morality and the goal is the reintegration of man and the recovery of community
through a reconciliation of self and the rediscovery of the essential meaning of divine guidance
in so far as it relates to human life in this world. The main message is one of relevance, urgency,
and opportunity. The urgency and the opportunity lie with man, and the relevance shines through
the light of the eternal message and comes from God.

Mona Abul-Fadl (1945-2008) was an Egyptian scholar of contemporary western thought and
women's studies. Her research interests included political theory, comparative politics, Islam and the
Middle East, epistemology, and feminist scholarship.
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