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The IIIT session at the 59th annual ISNA convention in Chicago will share reflections and 
lessons learned based on a three-year investment in empirical research to advance education and 

change in Muslim societies. It will evaluate the benefits of the empirical studies conducted as part 
of the initiative as well as the outreach activities that followed as part of IIIT’s activities to  

promote education and human development.  

DR. ILHAM NASSER is a researcher and an educator who spent over thirty in research and teaching in  

human development and education in different formal and non-formal settings in the U.S., Central Africa, 

and the Middle East. She has worked as a classroom teacher, a school counselor, and a faculty member at 

George Mason University. Her research agenda includes studies and publications on the topic of global 

teachers’ professional development and, more specifically, teacher preparation and professional  

development in social and political contexts and ways these influence learners’ outcomes.  
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