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ISLAM AND THE EXTENDED FAMILY

X

Several works already available in print or forthcoming have
given detailed descriptions of the Islamic family (Abdal-Ati 1974; 19?65
Esposito 1974; Ahmad 1974; Lutfiyya 1966; Fuller 1961). It is not
my intention to attempt a repetition of those works. Instead, this paper
will present fn-Papt I avSﬂﬁmgpy-deseriptibnfofﬁthéwislamic family, which
will facilitate our focusing attention on some characteristics of that
structure which might be therapeutic for the social problems we face today
in North American society. Whether we be followers of Islam, of Christianity,
of Judaism or "Fitzliputzli-ism," life in America in the 1970's presents
inordinate strains on the family system as we know it and, as a result of

or reorganization, often

this social disorganization /causesserious damage to individuals as well.
These problems and their -possible solutions through some form of extended1
family organization shall be discussed in Part II of this paper. Part III
presents some prerequisites for the success of such a social plan. Return- v’
ing to the Islamic extended family itself, Part IV discusses the future of
that institution of Islamic éociety in referénce fo contemporary innovation
and poséible change.
I. The HK'ilah of Islamic Culture

There are extended family systems operative in various cultures
and regions of thelworld, but the one chosen as a model for comparative
study in this presentation is that of the Islamic “a'ilah. My information
regarding the extended family as it is operative in Islamic culture was

derived, first of all, from Qur'anic injunctions and from the sunnah or
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example of the Prophet Muhammad; second, from works by contemporary Muslims
on the family; third, from the published results of sociological and
anthropological field research; fourth, from informants and observation
while T lived or visited in various Muslim countries of the Middle East,
the Indian subcontinent and southeast Asia; and fifth, from my personal
experience as wife, daughter-in-law, sister-in-law, and mother within a
closely knit Muslim kinship organization.

To describe the Islamic family means to describe a social organ
which is recognizable over a wide geographic area. Despite some regional
variations due to local customs which have been carried over from pre-
Islamic social structures and institutions of the various regions, the

: family is known in Arabic-speaking regions,
1mportant features of the #a'ilah, as the extended/ have relevance among
Muslims living in north and central Africa, in the Middlé East, in a large
portion of the Indian subcontinent, in Malaysia, Indonesia and the southern
~ Philippine Islands.?

A, Composition

The Islamic family has been defined by a contemporary Muslim
sociologist as an organization of individuals who are "related to one another
through blood ties and/or marital bonds and whose relatedness is such that
it entails mutual role expectations. . ." (Abdal-Ati 1974:38). Beyond
these basic criteria, we would add that the Islamic family is a patri-~
lineal, 3 patrilocal network Whlch accords little 51gnif1cance to the
nuclear family unit except among hlghly Westernized Muslims. In fact,
there seems to be no precise term to designate this type of family wunit

in Arabic.4 On the contrary, the Muslim “a'ilah includes three or four

generations of mutually dependent individuals who are commonly nucleated



3

in a single residence or in separate but proximate accomodations. The
family which shares a common residence has been designated as ''residentially
extended" while that whose members share the same roles and dependencies
but are residentially dispersed to a greater or lesser degree is described
as "functionally extended" (Farsoun 1970:II, 257). The ‘éfilah.includes
not only mother and father and their unwed children, but alsc married sons
and their wives and‘children; in addition to unwed paternal aunts and-
uncles (Lutfiyya 1966:142), Tt may include the various cells of polygynous
marriages, which are legally and socially acceptable but statistically

rare in Islamic society. When the grandfather or eldest member of the
family dies, the eldest married uncle usually takes over, or another of

the married males becomés a new nucleus for an “d'ilah,

The: individual members descendent from a common paternal ancestor
also claim membership in a larger organization. This hamulah or clan has
its own weaker ties of dependency and responsibility which accord with the
less direct blood relationship. They are evidenced in the terms EEE-:ﬂEE
(son of paternal uncle) and bint “amm(daughter of paternal uncle) by which
the members address their peers, and':ggmﬁpaternal uncle) or'ﬁammah (paternal

aunt) used for all elders of the hamulah. Beyond this the individual Muslim

also feels a "kinship" with all other members of the ummah, or the world
community of Muslims. He refers to its members as ikhwan or "brothers" and
akhawat or 'sisters."

B. Roles

It has been clearly stated and observed that in the Islamic
family the roles of men and women are complementary rather than competitive

(Nelson 1968:60; Saleh 1972:196), different rather than discriminatory of
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either sex (Ahmad 1974:15-16; Abdal-Ati 1975:2-3; el Hamamsy 1970:574).
In other words, the male and female roles are equal in importance but
not equal in substance. For the female, her role as wife and mother
is considered '"the most sacred and essential one" (Badawi 1975:141).
There is nothing in Islam however to prevent her from fulfilling

other roles in sociéty if they are not undertaken at the expemse of
her success in her domestic obligations. As compensation for her
fulfilling these female roles, the Islamic family imposes on its

male members the obligation to provide for, support and protect

~ all female members of the “d'ilah--wives, sisters, aunts, mothers,
widows, daughters--as well as all other needy kin. The wife is to
receive a marriage gift (mahr) which belongs to her exclusively;

even should she be divorced by her husband (Anderson 1970:494). It

is to be divided in immediate and deferred portiomns, the former to

be relinquished at the time of marriage, the latter as a kind of
"severance settlement" in case of divorce. The woman usually returns to
her family.in case of divorce, and her male relatives provide support,
though the former husband is responsible for her maintenance during a
three-month period (%iddah) following the divorce (Qur'an 2:241),

and for longer periods if there are children for whom she is cafing
(Qur'an 2:233).

The ‘@'ilah is thus not only a social entity but also an
economic unit for mutual aid and assistance to its members. Social and
econoﬁic activities are undertaken jointly, and their benefits shared
by the family jointly. The only exception to this is what womeh
who join the family through marriage retain their legal personalities,
their maiden names and their right to full possession and control

over their possessions, their property and its earnings (Qur'@n 4:23).



The Islamic family system is fortunate in not only being upheld
by society, but in having a basis in religion. The importance of marriage
(Qur'an 4:1), of having and raising children (Qur'an 7:189-190), of

have religious
close attachment to kin (Qur'an 4:8; 4:36; 17:26)--all these features/basis
in the Qur'an itself as well as in the sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad. 1In
addition, the religious laws which have evolved from these two basic
sources have given further reinforcement to the extended family system

and support
through specific provisions for inheritance/ based on nearness of rela-

tionship and sex. Different :lgw:schools (madhahib)'qu;iffer on many
small points, but the major directives evidence an overwhelming conformity.
This is an important influence for the unity of the Islamic family over
such a wide geographic area (Jeffery 1959:204).
II. The Extended Family and Contemporary American Society

The nuclear or conjugal family of Western society has been the
object of much concern and speculation in recent times. For decades
thinkers have viewed the changes in its structure and function with no
little concern. The contemporary situation of the family has been
designated as a 'predicament," a "dilemma," a "tragedy'"; and some define
the disturbance as a 'violent breaking up of a system”" (Carle C. Zimmerman,
quoted in Adams 1971:353). Others have been more optimistic, feeling
that the changes are more signs of reorganization than of complete
disintegration. They express the belief that the important functions
the family fulfills cannot be covered by any other known social institu-
tion (Nimkoff 1965:357-62; Schelsky 1954:331-35) and therefore that the
present upheaval is more a period of restfucturing than collapse. It

is argued that even in those societies where one or more of the functions

usually ascribed to the family can be or have been taken over by other
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societal institutions, the residual functions cannot be satisfied by

that substitute institution or institutions. For example, after the

early attempts by Communist Russia and the Israeli kibbutzim to completely
supplant the family in their societies, it became apparent that the

family was a necessity which could not be eradicated without serious
detriment to its members, and subsequently to society. It would seem
therefore that our only course is to revise our family system before it

is too late to save what little remains of its validity.

Some of the recent changes in the family represent reactions to
such discoveries of science as artificial insemination, improvements in
contraception, incubator birth, etc. Others are due to the myriad
changes in social, economic and political factors in contemporary society
(e.g., urbanization, widening role of governmental agencies, increase
in size and impersonal nature of productive organizations, mobility,
increased employment of women, declining birth rate, increased leisure).
The family has also been compelled to face drastic changes in ideas
concerning the Absolute and the relation of man to religious ideas and
religious institutions. Organized religion no longer exerts the stabiliz-
ing influence it formerly had on the family, and there is a profound
lack of consensus on what is right and what is wrong, what is desirable
and what is undesirable.

Whether these changes are seen as "dissdiﬁ;ien" or "progress,”
no one can fail to realize that there are drastic "inconsistenciesv

American
(Adams 1971:350) between the functions demanded of the contemporary/family
and the adaptation of the prevalent institution to fulfill those needs.

As a result of this imbalance, adults and children in our society--as

well as society itself--are suffering immeasurable damage. As participants
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in that society, we cannot be oblivious to these problems. We have an
obligation at least to try to stem the tide of '"disintegration,™ oinf;ybu will--to
direct the course of '"progress." The benefits which can be expected from
the family in its role as buffer and liason organization between the
individual and the larger segments of society are not bedng attained
under the present nuclear family system prevalent in Western society.
In fact, the social disorganization experienced by the middle class in
the mid-1970's is nearly as great as that which characterized the low
income family of the early 1960's (Woodward and Malamud 1975:48). Not
only is the nuclear family in its new circumstances failing to do its
job; the high divorce rate5 is truncating that family cell still further.
One American child in six is now raised in a single-parent family,
often a parent who, because of financial necessity, is also a working
parent.

We need to combat the contemporary reluctance to consider the
extended family as a viable solution to our societal problems or as a
directive towards that goal. The extended family includes a wide set
of mutual responsibilities, but it also includes a wide set of advantages
and benefits. Before we’reject the increased obligations as umacceptable,
before we throw out any infringement on our individual freedom as in-
tolerable, 1let us realize that we are today paying a tremendous price
for this freedom, a societaliy devastating burden for our escape from
responsibility. No doubt it is time for us all to look hard and long at
alternatives for the future. This is true for those societies which are
.already deeply involved in the problems resulting from family "disinte-

gration" or "progress,'" as well as forthose developing societies which
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stand at the crossroads and are still deciding on their future directidn.

The advantages that could be derived from some form of extended
family system seem manifold. We shall deal here with its possible
contribution to only some of our contemporary problems.

A. Women's Role

One of the problems facing Western society today is the indecision
about women's role in the family and society. Recognizing the injustices
which have been suffered by the female members of society in many places
and periods, we would suggest that the proper remedy lies not in a
rampant individualism which causes woman to forsake her responsibilities
to husband, parents and even to children in her endeavor to be "liberated.”
This so-called freedom is creating instead a new kind of bondage for many
women. They are being called upon to fill more than their share of the
societal burden. ‘They are beingbpressured to combine the
role of homemaker and mother with that of a job or a career or risk the
condemnation of their society. -Society has demanded that a large pro-
portion of the female population fulfill a male role and a female roie at
the same time. In most cases, these women have failed to succeed at

~both. As a result of their struggie, the male members of society are ‘alse

being pushed into a correlative double role--to be maintainers and wage
earners at the same time as they tend the kids and cook the meals and
launder the clothes. Such mixing of responsibilities, whether for the
female or male, is bound to result in frustration and tragedy.

The male suffers not only physical difficulty as he attempts to
take over some of the wife's obligations which she is unable to fulfill
in her new multiple role as career woman-wife-mother; in such situations

‘his intellectual and emotional satisfaction-are also curtailed. His
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wife does notkhave the mental or emotional reserve energy to listen to
his problems and successes. She has no time to share in his plans when
she has to cope with her double set of problems, originating outside as
well as inside the home.

A childless couple has less difficulty in managing such a situa-
tion, but the majority of American families have one or more children.
The mad dash for jobs outside the home has seriously increased the number
and severity of physical, mental and emotional problems among young
children. Children are often inadequately cared for by babysitters or
day care centers; others are left to fend for themselves as "latchkey"
childreﬁ until the parents return from their separate jobs. Statistics
leave little doubt that these childreh, their parents and society are
in need of drastic changes. Every year at least one million children
run away from home in the United States. Juvenile delinqﬁency is in-
creasing so rapidly that today one child in every nine can be expected
to appear in juvenile court before the age of eighteen, and suicide has
become the second most important cause of death among young people
between the ages of fifteen and twenty-four in this country (Woodward
and Malamud 1975:48)T Often the strains on mother and father and children

so - that -
become(unbearablé,?the family is broken by divorce, and the problems
multiply with the increased polarization between individuals. Single
parents, whether male or female, experience even greater problems in
coping with the multi-role 1ife.

Such difficulties could be alleviated by an extended family
system in which elder or ummarried members of the family cover some of
the child-rearing burdens of the working or even the non-working mother
and enable her to\provide the back-up physical, intellectual and emotional

support needed by the working males. The wife would then enjoy a real
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"liberation" to devote her major efforts to overseeing her family
résponsibilities; or, if other women in the family are free and wish to
fulfill that role, to pursue a career of her choice with free conscience.
The extended famlly organization as exempllfled in the’ fgliigg.makes it
possible for women to choose to:have a career w1thout detriment-to any -
individual member of. the family or any sector of society.

B. Loneliness

A second problem in modern society is the personal 1onelihess
experienced by many of its members. In this regard, we mention especially
the older men and women who do not fit into the nuclear kinship unit.
The fate of the aged is to live in isolation from intergenerational
contact once their children have grown, their loneliness and isolation
broken only by occasional dutiful visits from children or grandchildren.
When they become unable to manage their physical affairs, they are sent
to old folks' or nursing homes where they await death. Their family
lives seem to end with the completion of their procreatd#on and child-
rearing functions. In the Fglamie family  these members of an elder
generation continue to fulfill an important role in the family throughout
‘their lives and thereby provide service for the other members of the
family as well as make their own lives meaningful for the longest possible
period of time. Till their last days they are treated with a loving
respect in the Islamic “*a'ilah. This respect has the strength of more
than mere social convention. It is backed by Qur'anic directives as
well (Qur'an 17:23—24; 29:8; 31:14; 46:15-18).

The ioneliness problems of the ummarried orx divorced men and
women in our society, the singles crowd, arefhardiy less crucial as the

commentaries on computer dating organizations and singles commercial



11
establishments give evidence. Their inclusion in an extended family
system would provide them an honorable re-entry into societal relation-
ships with reciprocal benefits to all members of the family organizatiom.
Whether male or female, whether wage earners or in charge of domestic
or child care duties, they could play an important role in an extended
family situation. The social activities of that family would prevent the
loneliness produced by their exclusion in the nuclear family:society.

C. Disintegration of Moral Fibre

A third major problem in contemporary society involves the
disintegration of moral fibre. Crimes of every nature and descriptioh
£fill the courts and prisons of our land with culprits and infringe on the
peaceful existence of a large segment o;7§opulation. Security in the
cities of North America has become a dreamed-of luxury known only by
past generations. Even . leaders of the nation are found to be lacking
" in the most basic features of honest behavior. There is no doubt that
one of the major reasons for this steadily deteriorating situation is
our failure to adequately socialize our children. An extended family
sysfem could give both men and women the choice of fulfilling themselves
in a career or in the family,or in both at different periods of their
lifg,without risking damage to their children, themselves and society by their
failing to provide_adequate home' training for their children. No moral
or intellectual training can hope to succeed which is left in the hands of
the child's peer‘group, the schools, the street gangs, or an uncontrolled
television set. No feeling of emotional security can be engendered in a

adult

child whose /family imembers have no time to spend with him. The problems

that such "child-rearing" generates will be far greater to parents and

society than the inconvenience of less privacy and the curb on individu-
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alism that the composite family grouping entails.

It is not only a matter of proper childhood training that
contributes to the disintegration of moral fibre. Just as damaging is
the mobility and anonymity of our society. Neighborhoods have broken
up. Job opportunities propel both men and women from one end of the
country to another; Even living within one urban area all one's life can
fail to give an individual a feeling of belonging, because of the rapid
turnover in neighborhood populations, the consoli#tated school systéms,
and the dispersal of citizens for higher education and job opportunities.
The individual is forever the stranger among strangers, feeling no pull
to conform to the moral and social expectations of o0ld friends and rela-
tives. No one knows him, so he is freed of moral compunctions regarding
his deeds and thoughts. The reintegration of such adults into an
extended family organization which is. ﬁindful of his moral as well as
physical welfare could provide great benefit to society as well as to
its individual members.

D. The Parent Problem

A fourth problem which confronts society today is the difficulty
of parenting our children. According to John Anderson, a director for the
Family Services of Detroit and a father himseif, "Parents have lost
control of their families. They feel inadequate, overwhelmed--I know
I do" (quoted by Woodward and Malamud 1975:48). The example of the 3'ilah
offers several remedies for the parenting problems with which so many
couples or single parents are confronted today. One of these derives
from the fact that the greater number of adults available in the home,
the more a child has opportunity to spend his time with and be influenced

by them rather than by uncertain street influences, television, or his
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peer group. It is for this reason that the extended family which has a
single residential nucleus usually provides much more effective parenting
than the extended family which is residentially dispersed though still
bound by commitments of obligation and service.

Secondly, disciplinary problems with children will in fact be
far less frequent and severe if the child knows the parent is backed
by aunts, uncles, and/or grandparents who are "on-the-scene'" to enforce
any adult decision. The sheer force of numbers among the adults will
in fact be a stabilizing element on juvenile caprice which no husband-
wife team or single parent has at his disposal.

Thirdly, the conflict which can sometimes mar the relationship
between one adult and a particular child in a nuclear family situation
is alleviated when that parent is only one of mény adults in the family.
In such a circumstance the child can relate to another adult of the same
sex as the parent with whom he has difficulty, and in that way avoid
any of the psychological problems that might accrue from a similar
estrangement in a nuclear family situation.

which often hampers parenting

Fourthly, the generation gap/could be alleviated by an extended
family system. 'There has always been some difference in the thinking of
members of different generations. It is quite natural that one views
evénts, actions and ideas in one way at age 10, in another way at age
ZQ, and at still another way at the age of 50. The experience of years
has a telling effect on any individual's response. That is not something
that any society can hope fo change or even wants to remedy. It is eveﬁ
a desirable phenomenon. The generation gap of the late twentieth;century,

however, has become a problem which causes a serious loss of advisory and
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educative help to the younger members of society and a devastating loss of
assistance and companionship for its older members. By growing in a
socializing atmosphere which provides close contact with members of at
similar to the *i'ilah
- least three generations, the children of an extended family/.weuld be
much less likely to reject offhand the influence of the elder generatiomns.
The constant presence of some member of another generation would keep every
childaware of the wide range of interests and ideas in our multi-generation
world and thus give him a better training for his future life. 1In
addition, it would keep the older members of society "young" themough
constant contact with its junior members.
III. Prerequisites for the Extended Family
Even from such a brief perusal of problems relating to the
family which are faced by contemporary society, it is evident that the
extended family has many advantages to offer. However, its implementation
requires more than the mere realization of its worth by a few social
reformers or social planners. It has prerequisites for success which-are
suggested by the Islamic example, ’ ‘
' A. Propaganda Campaign
prerequisites
One of thesé/isda,propaganda campaign to counter the heritage
of 111 will with which the extended family and the interdependence it
In the West many
- demands are viewed./bf Oy contemporaries consider any infringement on
individualism and independence as wrong. They fail to realize that it is
, on others
precisely to the extent that they are dependent/and others are dependent
on them, to the extent that they feel needed and feel supported by others,
that their psychological well~being and their adjustment in society--
inxfact, their sanity-—depends. A campaign is needed to convince people

that even values such as individual freedom are subject to misuse and

. overemphasis. - We must break down the "reluctance to see that the ex-—
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cessive emphasis upon the isolated individual is the tragedy of modern
man, leading inevitably to the dissolution of family unity and family
integrity" (Anshen 1959:11).

B. Upgrading of Domestic Roles

Secondly, there is a need for a drastic change in the grading and
treatment of domestic roles, Whereas Islamic society views motherhood as
the most prestigious role for women, Western liberationists have so down-
graded and repudiated the houéehold, the child-bearing and child-rearing
roles that no woman feels any longer able to hold her head aloft if
she does not have another occupation outside the home--however menial
or less beneficial to sqciety, to herself and her family that occupation
may be. We have been brainwashed into thinking that only the factory
job, the secretarial post, the teaching or executive position demands
intelligence, perseverence, and skill. How mistaken we are! And how
much our families and all their members are suffering for this blindness!

one of
It should be/our’most important lessons for the coming generations that the
job of hémemaker is one which demands as much intelligence, perseverance
and skill as any job outside the home., We must never underestimate the
importance of the domestic roles which mold tomorrow's citizenry at .the
same time as they maintain today's society. It is time we stopped telling
the lazy girl student that she will be good for only cooking or caring
for children if she does not improve in her studies. Instead we should
give homemaker's‘and mother's medals!--not just for being a homemaker
or for being a biological mother, but for being an exemplary homemaker er
mother. If we restore to these roles the importance they deserve, we
would fulfill one of the prerequisites of the success of an extended

family system and at the same time widen the options for both male and
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female members of our society.

C. Decentralization

Another way of ensuring the success of the extended family
would be to encourage decentralization in national planning. The goal
should be to provide each community with the educational, the economic,
and the leisure facilities which would make it possible for young people
to stay in their own communities and in their family groups at the end of
their secondary scho#ling. The examples of poor, or of utter lack of,
planning in such matters can be seen throughout the world. They can be
found in many of the developing nations where "planned economies" are
supposed to exist and national govermments wield a powerful hand in local
affairs. Industry, facilities for higher education, and recreational
possibilities are often concentrated in a single center of‘these countries,
while the rest of the nation is devoid of all such opportunities. It
is true that the cities of Islamic countries seem to be more conglomera-
tions of villages than cities in the Western sense (see iﬁggg; pp. 19-20);
yet the separation from the resideal family of the village is ﬁét a thing
to be encouraged. Countries like Egypt, India and the Philippines not
only suffer a brain drain to Western countries; they even suffer a brain
drain from countryside and village to Cairo, New Delhi.and Manila. A
provincial leader from the idéland of Mindanao in the Philippines remarke&
that the local village community from which he comes is no longer en-
couraged to finance students to go to Manila for higher education~-not
to speak of sending them to America. Once outside the confines of the
village, with its dearth of job, education and recreation opportunities,

the young men and women are reluctant to return to serve their communities

which need them so desperately.
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In our own country, where organization of productive and
consumptive facilities receives less direction from the government than
it does in many other nations, one would not expect to find the imbalance
of opportunities remedied. Actually, we are all well aware of the dis-
crepancies in opportunities that helped clogthe. cities and depopulate
the countryside of America. If each community could share a measufe of
the nation's facilities for education, employment and recreation, thefe
would be little need for the enfofced mobility which plagues our sociefy'
today and will be the disease of all developimg countries tomorrow if
they do not learn from our experience. Unless we can provide a skability
to families and communities, we risk the dangers of continuing in é |
situation which has been compared to the ills suffered by a nomadio
population or the families of migrant famm workers (Woodward and Malamud
1975:53).

It might be argued that such decentralization involves tremendous
amounts of money in relocation and industrial transportation costs. But the
cost in human suffering and the ifreparable damage to society which the
concentration in a few major cities has brought are much more costly—--
costly in human life and well-being, and also costly in dollars and cents.
Each year millions are spent on crime detection, on public welfare and
on incarcerating deviant citizens, in addition to the money spent repair-
ing the damage to our ecological resources which results from these over-
concentrations of population.

D. Legal Benefits

A fourth stimulus that could aid the implementation of an ex-
tended family system and thereby alleviate some of our contemporary
social problems are laws regarding taxes and support that would encourage

members of an extended faﬁily to maintain their needy kin régardless of
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age. Islamic family laws of inheritance and maintenance have played an
important role in the structure and function of the famil} in Muslim
society. New legislation in the West might include such features as
tax concessions for families supporting three or more generations, in-
heritance laws providing not only for wife and children but for other
members of the extended family as well, and previsions making welleoff
members of a‘f&mi1y~1ega11y\reg§an5iﬁle»for'the.welfarevof its needy kin,

E, Heusing

Housing requisites for the larger families would bejdifferent
from those of the nuclear family, but tliis requirement is one that is
perhaps-mest easy- to fulfill; ‘Just as the larger homes of the last
century, which accomedated the larger families prevalent at that time,
were divided inte small apartments; they could be reopened to accomodate
larger families, More modern homes could be expanded by the addition of
rooms and removal eof partitions te expand interiors.

v, The Future of the Extended Family in Islamic Society

Now that some of the benefits and prerequisites of the extended
family have been presented, it becomes clear that we have. something
important to learn from a study of thereﬁfilah and the kinship
organization of tlie Muslim peoples. Such a study necessitates not only a
description of its contemporary manifestations, but a thorough knowledge
of the Qur‘dnic injunctions and the examples from the life of the Prophet
which grounded it, the laws governing it, and its historical development
through the past thirteen and a Half centuries; It is dlso iImpertant to
understand present day developments in that family and to understand their
effect on the society and its individual members, It is :our intentiomn in

this last section of the present paper to focus on the contemporary scene,



@ Will the Women's Liberation Movement Disrupt the Extended
Family in Muslim Society?
If women's liberation means, as it does in the West, the rejection

of any differentiation between male and female roles; if it means, as

S\ it seems to mean in the West, a refusal of the 1nterdependence, the

v

However, if women's 1iberation,can espouse different goals in

e ~ different societies--as I feel sure it must, to be relevant, if women's

o

concerning women's religious, social, and gg&itical equallty,/there is
A Wit ,Z,,aé’ﬁw a ™ "ﬁé&f""\wﬁ"l
no reason to feel that suchmaﬁllberatlon would be dangerous to ;he‘“w»

[

-
o D ;v

women as well as men (Qur an 3:195; 4: 124 33:35-6), the equal
k‘k =7§;ﬁ&)§‘ F w‘bi

right to earn a living and to enjoy the proceeds éswan”independent

individual (Qur'dn 4:32), their right to a just share of the inheritance
[ 3
of their parents (Qur an 4L7),{the1r right to uheir dower and to,

Muslim women in some parts of the Musddm world toda%ynot o
@ et sy
A women's liberation Whlch returned

and lamentable,,butAtruly un—Islamlc.
: \

partlclpatlon and
organization.
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NOTES

1 Also designated as "joint'" (Fuller 1970), "'corporate'" (Blit-

or "composite" (Murdock 1949).
sten 1963),-/ .~ . Murdock has further divided the "composite" family
into "polygynous'" and "extended." In the structure of the Islamic‘
family these two qualities can be co-existent.

2 "There is thus, in spite of local variety, a considerable
unity in the cultural pattern of Islam throughout the whole area inhab-
ited by the almost 300 million Muslims teday. It is therefore possible
to present an account of the family in Islam which, while primarily
relevant to Arabia and its immediate neighbors, will in general hold
true of Muslim communities wherever they are found" (Jeffery 1959:202-3).

3 The only major exception to patrilineal descent is found among
the Tuareg in the Sahara (Patai 1969:86).

4 This is especially significant since Arabic is unusually
rich in terminology relating to the family. 'The fmportance of the
family and of family life is expressed, among other manifestations, in
the extremely rich terminology centered around the family and used in

the everyday colloquial in Arab countries" (Patai 1969:113). Fakhouri

equates the term bait with the nuclear family, but he admits that he has

assigned this term arbitrarily for the sake of clarity (Fakhouri 1972:55).

_.s ended in divorce (Adams

1973:334) ._«gures, there is now one divorce for

nearly eve;' ocs’in_the'United States, with rates rising rapidly

among famil. = _.«th children. Last year the parents of more than one

million children in the United States were divorced (Woodward and

Malamud 1975). | - L
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E, What Would a Trend ¥oward Functional Ratﬁex<Than.Re§idential

A

Extension of the Family Have 'on the “A'ilah?
Among the Westernized Muslims of some urban areas in the Muslim
World and of most Muslim families in Western Europe and the Ameficas,
a trend from the residentially extended family to the functionally
family
. extended / can be noticed. It has been proven that ip many cases the
functionall& extended family in Muslim seciety has the saﬁe structure and
performs the same functions as its residentially nucleated counterpart.
A Muslim sociologist writes that "The family members may reside in one
and the same place or make separate and independent arrangements. What-
ever‘éattern they chose will be of little consequence as far as their
mutual role expectations are concerned” (Abdal-Ati 1974:39).
There can be no doubt, however, that the greater the residential -
separation, and the less frequent the activities shared by and the
or any extended famlly organization
s i contacts between its members, the more difficulty the “a'ilab/will have
gcin maintaining its cohesiveness. It~ wilwaewiﬁféfegtinth0wseewithhis

e /L"'/( ' £ Wi o
. trend toward functlonal extens:.on contlnues‘a&d\,what effecti it may have‘w uu @ 4 o,
i -

?‘s(e)!gg\‘ o,
If it eo,nt AUES£0. eme.relywawmanner qugomeni@g%w@ad role expectations .

are-not-forsaken, it may prove to have little effect on the Islamic
I i e
A - g
ks family. If, on the other hand, 1t is a s&gn of risitig 1nd1v1duallsm and
tasn bl g e "&my%vu,
diminishing interdependencies, it wrktﬂmmﬂmw& drastic chénge in Muslim

,u{ N‘y‘

society in the years to come. The tgﬁnd is therefore me to be watched

closely by Muslim social planners, a% well as by Wes;'rn social scientists.
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: ‘fﬁ X
¥ '],‘he ‘5;!&};3& “ig-defined

(\;

by describing its composition’ and the

3 contrastlng roles of its

?
¢

le and female members. ﬁa@ second section

%ﬁ enumerates some of the |problems facing contemporary society in North
& ’ w,‘;‘ w.»--vs'-“"'"\_ S— N pz,\* s B 4 Tt s
America-+£the defin tion of women' role, lonel iness, the deterioration of

moral tandardsf/the parenting or socialization of children
O i @@ﬂﬁU*
swﬁ;tﬁn shows how these problems could be alleviated b}fﬁ an ‘Exte{nded

family systema
describes some constructive steps for bringing such a family into being
in North American Society. These include a propaganda campaignvto change
-public opinion regarding the Benefits and obligations of an extendédv
family system} a reappraisal of the worth ofiﬁomen's conﬁributidn

in their roles as mothers and wives! decentralization of educatridr_nal,
economic and leisure facilities, enactment of laws to benefit members

‘of extended family units, and suggestions for hou31ng changes to

\/ﬁorrespond to altered re31dent1al patterns.

Lois Ibsen al Farugi

This is a revised version of a paper presented at the Annual Meeting of
the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion held in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, October 24-26, 1975.



